Defining Darkness
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r The word tangible indicates that the Egyptians suffered from some-
thing other than a mere absence of light; they experienced a sensation of
darkness.

The simple meaning of the Torah’s words does not reveal the na-
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ED FORTH HIS HAND TOWARD THE HEAVENS AND THERE
WAS A THICK DARKNESS THROUGHOUT THE LAND OF EGYPT.

The Midrash examines the source of this thick darkness: RN 237 12 NYYD SY TYIND AN NTIN?
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to the land whose darkness is like pitch-blackness [59x], @

shadow of death and without order, whose very light is like

pitch-blackness (Job 10:22).47
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COULD ANYONE RISE FROM HIS PLACE)
[Why could the Egyptians not move just because it was dark? Also, why could they not just have
lit a candle? Ramban explains:|
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and it became like nighttime;  ovawn 1 Tw 1B 2y % T3 TIRE TURT MY 93K - rather,
it was a “thick darkness” (v. 22), meaning that a very thick mist came down from the sky.
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(i.e., from the sky) a great darkness “falling upon [the Egyptians).”™> 7153 naan nnpun - [This
darkness] would extinguish any lit candle, Dy TwnT MRPR Y3 nPRET NTEnT 35 WRD
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CHOSHECH — BLINDED BY THE LIGHT

"

“There was a great darkness in all of Egypt... and for the Children of
Yisrael there was light in their dwellings.”'* Simply, it seems that the pasuk
is telling us that the Jewish People did not suffer from the plague of dark-
ness. But there is more going on, as is hinted by the Midrash:'®

“Erom where was this darkness? From the darkness on High."

What kind of darkness is found near Hashem?

The Maamar, “Let there be light,” did not merely create the photons
that give us material sight. The ohr haganuz, a lofty spiritual light, came
into being. It was subsequently hidden, to be revealed when Mashiach
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comes. This light is so bright, those unworthy of it don’t see more clearly
by its shine. To the contrary, tEley are blinded by it!

P The makkah of choshech was a revelation of this heavenly light. The
Egyptians, understandably, suffered from it. The Jews, on other hand, en-

joved it immensely.
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THE HIDDEN LIGHT
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When the words 7wm 121 100 an'n — was astonishingly empty,
with darkness imply that darkness was the first thing to exist, it

E implies the higher reality because, in truth, there is no darkness.
Hashem is infinite light, so there can be only light. There are,
however, two types of light: revealed and hidden. To find the

_, hidden light, one must first search for it, and it can only be found
in the darkness. The darkness is like a protective shell holding in

(the light, and the greater the darkness, the greater the light that
_can be found within.
~p Light as normally understood is the light which is open and
revealed to us, whereas darkness is, in essence, hidden light, as
yet unperceived. This light is a much greater light and needs to be
hidden. It must be discovered and perceived through hard work
and sacrifice. The wicked are not worthy of viewing its radiance;
it can only be seen after much toiling in avodas Hashem.

This point is emphasized by Rashi on the verse o'phr 97an
WA P2 MR 12— and God separated between the light and the
darkness where he explains that the separated light was the hidden
light set aside for the righteous and hidden from the wicked. This
light was hidden in the darkness itself for those who are willing

+ to make the effort to reveal it.

YOTZER OHR

2\

Light and darkness are not really separate entities but rather two
types of light. The darkness carries a greater and more radiant light
hidden within it. This is reflected by the first words of the blessing
Yotzer Ohr which correspond to the world of Yetzirah. 118 7¥v, Who
forms light, is referring to the lower level of light which is immedi-
ately perceived by all. Twn KM, and creates darkness, corresponds

to Beriyah and is referring to the second type of light.

This second type of light is first perceived as darkness because
the light hidden within it is so radiant as to be blinding. The light
needs to be hidden in darkness so we will strive to reveal it with
our avodah.

o The world of Beriyah is the place of this radiant darkness. This
greater, more radiant light first appears as darkness, but it is later
revealed. Then the darkness dissipates and the stronger, more il-
luminating light shines forth. This idea is symbolized when we

cover our eyes when reciting Shema.
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CREATING LIGHT AND PEACE

This understanding is the hidden meaning behind the blessing
of Yotzer Ohr. Yotzer Ohr refers to the type of light which is per-
ceived right away, the lower light of the world of Yetzirah. This
light is only a precursor to the more profound and radiant light
that is referred to in 7wn 8121, and creates darkness. This darkness
only looks like darkness, but when the darkness is pierced, it is
revealed as the greatest light.

The light and dark represent how a certain degree of unity,
peace and perception of Hashem’s Oneness comes more quickly
and effortlessly than the more hidden light. Then comes the state
of separation which is represented by darkness. This period of
darkness then leads to the aspect of mYw nwy, [He] makes peace,
when the greatest peace and unity can be perceived. It is then
clear that Flashem is the One who created everything, and his
Uni{y is apparent to all.

o After all, how can darkness emanate from Hashem? He is only
élighl. only good. Everything that was created is light and unity

itself. Tt only has the appearance of light and dark. It will be re-
vealed that Yan n ®mm mYw nwy — [He] makes peace and creates
all; everything exists only to express unity and oneness, as it is all
a creation of Hashem. Even the darkness was not clashing with
|ig|1t as an opposite. On the contrary, it was protecting a blmding

-

llght soitis all one idea nfhght.
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See Rashi’s commentary on this verse, where he analyzes the phrase “and

the darkness will become darker.”

Rashi notes that Onkelos interprets the word wyn as connoting “removal.”
Mccording to this interpretation, the verse is to be read, “After the darkness of
" night, the darkness was not removed to make way for the light of day." But

Rashi is troubled by this interpretation, since the verse already says that "there
will be darkness,” and therefore he turns to the Midrash, which interprets wan
as meaning that the intensity of the darkness will be increased. The Redushas
Levi proceeds to explain how wh could connote “removal.”
mb W mpawieg T g S wa Yeby Swnaw pIpTy v oy
PN M K iy 93 5391 M
We also need to clarify why the Torah tells us that the Jewish people had
light, instead of saying that the darkness did not befall them.
TWN Ny TR 7Y DY TP TN 1 U 1B by
SN
This can be clarified by the following midrash:? “Where did this dark-
ness come from? From the darkness on High, as the verse says,*? ‘He made
darkness His hiding place’”
400 YN NYY 13 NP YT DI DY D Y pay v
by kg by v mw
Why would the darkness that afflicted Egypt come from the darkness
referred to in this verse, “He made darkness His hiding place,” a darkness
‘that actually alludes to the hidden Divine Hght, which, because it is t00
brilliant for any creation to behold, must be hidden and therefore appears
be “darkness” from the vantage point of creation.?

/ninyy Y Y3 gy 1 vy Y KRNI 9B OY PRI )
We can explain this based on the Talmud's statement®” “He cast his eyes
upon him, and he became a pile of bones.”
A Tzedoki once mocked R’ Sheishes, who was blind. R’ Sheishes then cast
his eyes upon him, and he became a pile of bones.
v N prixy whay Ko PRTY U D3 13 IPY 10 PR LR
What is the deeper meaning of this statement, “He cast his eyes upon
him”? Also, we have to understand how a righteous person could inflict
such a punishment. Doesn’t it say,?@ “For the righteous, punishment is not
go?ltiis?verse is normally translated, “To punish the righteous is not good.” It
may also be read, however, as the Kedushas Levi interprets it here.

)
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The answer seems to be as follows: The brilliant light of God is infinite.”
When God desired to create His world, in order that created beings coul
exist that would be aware of His compassion and call Him compassiorn
ate," He contracted His brilliant light to enable it to be received by th
recipients, each according to their capacity to receive: in the world of th

{ seraphim commensurate with their capacity to receive, and similarly i
the world of the chayos and in all the other higher worlds, and so or

e Now, these celestial creatures remain on their plane of existence, cot
responding to the intensity of the Divine light they received on the da
of their creation. To avoid being nullified in the brilliance of the infinit
light, they do not look beyond their own level. Likewise, they do not loo
beneath it.
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This stationary quality of the angels is alluded to in this verse fron

Yeshayahu HaNavi's vision of the Divine Chariot,”" “Seraphim stood abov

for Him, six wings to each one; with two he would cover his face, with tw

he would cover his feet, and with two he would fly.” The angel’s “face” wa

covered to prevent it from gazing upward and becoming nullified, while th
“feet” were covered to stop it from looking at a lower plane.

mbiyy owhab iy niynm ming e by iwiip oy bxw bax
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By contrast, the Jewish people, by dint of the spiritual garments the:
create by their observance of Torah and mitzvos, ascend continuously fron
rung to rung. The wicked nations of the world, however, who do not posses
Torah and mitzvos, are always stationary.

A

~~» When the wicked need to be broken, the Heavenly light is revealed to
them. Since they lack Torah and mitzvos from which they could have made
garments to ascend from one level to the next, the revelation of the brilliant
light causes their downfall. This is what happened to the Tzedoki upon
whom R’ Sheishes cast his eyes. A brilliant light shone upon him, and any-
one who does not cleave to Torah and mitzvos lacks the means to tolerate
the brilliant Heavenly light. For this reason, he was transformed into a heap
of bones.

AWM 7797 Ty X wey nbn v Wt wany prosn e
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Now we can understand the verse “And the darkness will become darker.”
The word for “will become darker” [wnn] can also connote “removal,” as
ollows: The darkness alludes to the contraction of God’s light. Thus, on a
deeper level, the verse means that the contraction of the light would be
removed, thereby shining upon the Egyptians the Heavenly light. Lacking

Torah and mitzvos, they will be destroyed by this very illumination.

niwy’ mym TR onY W Yxwn Sewr ua Habr man m
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This is also alluded to in the verse that follows: “For all of the Children
of Israel” — who possess garments produced by their Torah and mitzvos,
enabling them to ascend from level to level — “there was light in their
dwellings.” For them, there was an increase of Heavenly light without any
consequences.
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¢ With this can be understood the Talmudic teaching that states, “In the
future, the Holy One, blessed be He, will remove the sun from its sheath.
The righteous will be healed by it; the wicked will be doomed.”"? The
sun is a metaphor for the brilliant Heavenly light, and its sheath symbol-
izes the process of tzimtzum, the contraction of that light. In the future,
the Heavenly light will be revealed, its ongoing contraction having been
removed. As a result, the righteous will be healed.
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A cursory reading of these words might lead us to surmise that the
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plague of darkness lasted for only threegdays. However, the Sages tell us S KYX EANT T WIS NN WM Kynl 91aoh bt uekw Pan

that in fact the plague lasted for six days. During the first three days
“there was an opaque darkness” that prevented Egyptians from seeing’
one another: then there followed three more days during which the
darkness intensified to the point where “no one rose from his place.”
Thus, according to the Sages the plague comprised two distinct phases:
first God withheld light from the Egyptians, preventing them from see-
ing, then He in some way magnified the darkness and rendered them
immobile (Shermos Rabbah 14:3).

~u Yet darkness is not a known cause of physical paralysis. Was the
Egyptians’ inability to move a purely miraculous phenomenon, or was
it a natural human reaction to the particular stimulus to which they

were exposed?
\_Rashi (on Shemos 10:22) explains that this plague served a double

p_urpns'e: first, to conceal from the Egyptians the sudden demise of four-

fifthy of the Jewish people, who were struck down by Heaven because
the'y refused to leave Egypt; second, to give the Jews an opportunity to
locate valuable objects that were concealed on Egyptién property. The
Torah tells us that God later commanded the Jews to “borrow” valuable
objects from their Egyptian neighbors, and in this manner to collect
unpaid wages for 210 years of forced labor (Shemos 11:2). '
The Midrash teaches that when the Jews asked their former task-
masters to lend them valuable objects, the Egyptians vehemently de-
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knojn as “truth.” In the upper realms, light manifests itself as truth,
while in our lower domain, it manifests itself as electromagnetic radia-
tion yisible to the human eye. The higher manifestation of light —
“yruth” — is the supernal light God concealed during the process of
Creation. -

~) During the plague of darkness, the Jews were granted the use of the
Supernal light in this corporeal dimension, resulting in a supernatural
a]gility to discern that which was hidden from the eyes of the Egyptians

3o

This idea is derived from the verse “But the children of Israel had light
in the areas where they lived” — here the word light refers to the super-
nal light God had stored away for the righteous. With this light, they

Fwere able to discern the locationo_f hidden valuables that the Egyptians

themselves did not know they owned.
As the Torah relates, the Egyptians were more than willing Lo com-
ply with the Jews' request that they lend them their valuable objecls. In

{ many cases, though, they did not realize Lhat they possessed vast trea-
) sures, buried in their fields. Their ancestors had concealed these for-
tunes in the heyday of Egyptian prosperity, when all the nations of the
" world had been forced to buy provisions from Yosef. The descendants of
these prosperous Egyptians eventually lost track of the exact locations
*f the buried treasures, and as time wore on, the very existence of such

nied owning such valuables. The Jews would then proceed to disclose
the objects’ exact location, and the Egyptians would have no choice but

- to give them 4ll that they had requested (Shemos Rabbah 14:3).

;}j Did the Egyptians willingly lend their valuables to the Jews, or |
were they forced to do so? The Midrash clearly implies that the Egyp-

, tians were compelled to give the Jews their valuable articles, although

the Torah itself seems to say otherwise:

“Now speak to the people directly, and let each man request from his
friend gold and silver articles. Let every woman make the [same] re-

quest of her friends.” God gave the people favor among the-

~ Egyptians; Moshe was also very highly respected in Egypt, both by
Pharaoh’s officials and by the populace.
(Ibid., 2-3)

~/ Contrary to the account of the Midrash, this verse clearly indicates
that the Egyptians willingly gave their valuables to the Jews. How can
both accounts be correct?

In relating the works of the six days of Creation, the Torah follows
a definite pattern: first the Torah names that which is to be created, and
then it concludes, “and it was so.” The only exception to this pattern

occurred in the creation of light — in this instance the Torah states, “Let
~ there be light, and there was light” (Bereishis 1:3), and not, “Let there
be light, and it was so.”

2 The commentators explain that the light to which the Torah refers
is not the daytime light we are accustomed to, but rather a superna#

light that is of an exclusively spiritual nature. The Sages say that after

He created this supernal light, God concealed it in order to prevent the
wicked from misusing it and stored it away for the righteous to enj”oy in
the distant ['uture.'Since God created this light it must serve a purpose;
why, then, did God conceal it?

C& Our Sages have explained that everything that exists in this world
lhas a parallel form in a higher dimension. Thus every entity has both
physical manifestation and a spiritual manifestation. Bound as we are
by our human limitations, we may not be aware of the spiritual aspects
of various material phenomena, but.those to whom God grants a spe;
cial awareness are cognizant of their existence. Light as we know it is
{[lerely the corporeal manifestation of a higher, more abstract essence

treasures was in gquestion. By Moshe’s generation, accounts of the bur-
iéq treasure had taken on a mythical aura, and Egyptians no longer gave
an&rious thought to the treasures.

With this approach, there is no contradiction between‘the Torah*
account and that of the Midrash. The Egyptians were willing to giye
their valuables to the Jews, but they were not always aware that thes
owned such obijects. With the vision they had gained through the su
pernal light, Jews could say to their Egyptian neighbors, “Of course yor
have valuables. Go to the edge of your field, walk three hundred fee

“Peag._', dig three meters down, and there you'll find them!” To the Egyp

tians’ amazement, the treasures were hidden exactly where their Jewis!
neighbors had directed them. i )
Just as light is a worldly manifestation of clarity and truth, dark
<< is an extension of confusion and a distorted view of reality. Darl
ness represents a state of indecision and inner turmoil, in which eve
simple, everyday activities become impossible, for they all requirean e
ement of clarity. When man is overwhelmed by self-doubt and conft
sion, he loses the ability to make decisions and to act. Such indecisio
.leave_s _hj;_-n functionally impaired, and for all intents and purposes, rer

ders him a cripple.

3 \ This is the meaning of the Torah's description of darkness that b

came tangible — God cast a dark cloud of confusion over the Egyptia
people which was so intense as to render them physically immuobile, |
contrast, the Jews experienced the supernal light of Cr_e_:at;qnl whic
raised them o an exalted state of awareness.
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hidden areas of the Torah which must be brought out, extracted |
from the darkness and revealed. :

Some of it shines down right away in a way we can immedi-
ately assimilate. But some of this light only comes to us through
a state of disunity and separation. When the struggle is over, it is

~ revealed that this light is the greater light. Then we see that what
looked like the possibility of a lack of unity and Hashem’s pres-
ence was really the light and unity of Hashem all the time.

"This also explains the extra significance of the blessings of the
Torah contained in Ahavah Rabbah. The Blessings of the Torah nor-
mally recited before davening thank Hashem in general for giving us:

/the Torah. The blessing of Ahavah Rabbah thanks Hashem specifi-
cally for the Torah that can only be revealed after breaking through
the barrier of darkness, as we say TNTIN2 1>y WM — enlighten our.
eyes in Your Torah, Thus it is said in the world of Beriyah.

We can now explore how the Shema also relates to the world
of Beriyah. The revelation of Beriyah’s light is only accomplished
by breaking through the darkness. This aspect of qwn X1, and |

__ creates darkness, is the ideal context for the Shema. When recit—i

2 ing the Shema, we cover our eyes, entering the darkness that will
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THE LIGHT WITHIN THE EXODUS

All darkness we experience is just a shell that conceals a radiant
light. This powerful secret protects and strengthens us throughout
the darkest of times, both on a national and individual level.

The Jewish people were born in Egypt, out of a dark and
gloomy experience. Yet Hashem shone a light that enabled us
to see through the darkness. Even in the densely thick plague of
darkness, the pasuk testifies that DNaWINA MR P71 YRIW? 111 927
— but for all of the Children of Israel there was light in their dwell-
ings (Shemos 10:23). It is this light that shines for us through the
darkness of the difficult trials throughout the exile.

King David describes the time of the Exodus as being a time
when NI N2PWND PR 01D NP — night shines like the day; dark-
ness and light are the same (Tehillim 139: 12). For the Jewish people,

 the night of Egypt was as light as day. This symbolizes for us how,

in truth, there is no real darkness. The darkness is all light, an even
greater light.
31
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